Conversation Russian through Propaganda, Book 1

Day 17 verbal aspect and tense

1. What authors have you read?

Let’s quickly review yesterday's accusative case forms by asking about some Russian authors. Again, since names refer to people,
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they’re all animate: female names will follow the “a” to “y” rule, while men’s names will look like genitives.

NOTE: Some Russian last names are actually adjectives — such as JJjocroeBckuii and TosICTOA.

AHHa AxmaToBa JleB (J/1lbBa) ToncTon Bnagumup MasikoBckui AnekcaHnap MNywkKknH
dénop AocToeBCKUM TaTtbgHa Toncras MapuHa LiBeTaeBa Muxaun JlepMmoHTOB
Muxuan BynrakoB AHTOH YexoB NBaH TypreHes Nupana MMH36ypr (careful!)

— Tkl untan(a) AHHy AxmaToBy / JibBa Tonctoro? “Have you read Anna Akhmatova / Lev Tolstoy?”

— [a, witan(a). / — Het, He unTan(a). “Yes, | have.” / “No, | haven’t.”

2. Aspectual pairs for some daily activities

Look over this list of aspectual pairs, many followed by direct objects in the accusative. After today’s lesson, it should be clear how critical it
is to get into the habit of learning Russian verbs as pairs. This isn’t easy — it takes drilling, and plenty of practice. But if you don’t know
the full pair, you can'’t really talk about an activity fully, and you may miss the real point of statements or questions about it.

npenatb A/l / caenatb Al pomMaluHee 3agarvie do homework pucoBatb OBA / HapucoBaTtb OBA kapTuHy draw a picture
yntaTth Al / npounTatb AVl kHury / cTatblo  read book / article  roToBuTb /1 / npuroToBuTb V1 YoKiH cook dinner
cmoTpeTb E / nocmoTpeTtb E cepuan watch TV series TaHueBaTtb OBA / notaHueBatb OBA dance / d. a bit
cnywatb A/l / nocnywatb Al My3biky listen to music oTabixatb A/l / oTAOXHYTb HYe relax

nucatb A" / HanucaTb A goknaz, write a paper pewatb A/l / pewmTsb /1 3apavy solve a problem
3a6biBaTth A/l / 3a6bITb 30HT forget an umbrella  paccka3abiBaTb Al / pacckasaTth A aHekgoT  tell a joke

URGENT TIP: It is extremely common (and I’'m not really sure why!) for students to pay no attention whatsoever to TENSE. Tense should
be the easy part — everyone knows the difference between present, past, and future tense, and this difference is very clear in Russian.
Whenever — whenever! — you use a Russian verb, think about: 1) aspect (hard!) 2) tense (easy!); and 3) subject-verb agreement (easy!).

3. What are you up to today?

Remember, only imperfective verbs can be used in the present tense! If it’s present tense, there’s no doubt about the aspect!

— Y70 Tbl AENnaewb ceroaHa? “What are you doing today?”

— 4 ymTaro KHUry, nuwy goknag... “I’'m reading a book, writing a paper...”

4. What did you do yesterday?

Now, in the past, we can use either aspect — and our choice of aspect, including in questions about the past, can really shift the em-
phasis. Typically, responses to questions mirror the grammar of the questions themselves, and this is typically true of aspect as well. To
answer the imperfective question, use imperfective verbs; to answer the perfective question, use perfective verbs! Try both versions:

— Y710 ThI penan(a) Buepa? “What were you up to yesterday?

— Yuran(a) kHury, nucan(a) goknag,.. “l was reading a book, working on a papet...”
— Y710 Thl caenan(a) B4yepa? “What did you get done yesterday?”

— MpounTtan(a) kHury, Hanucan(a) goxknaa... “I got a book read, | got a paper written...”

5. What will you do tomorrow?
Similarly, in the future tense, we can use either aspect, and that choice impacts our emphasis.

— Yto ThI GyAewb aenatb 3aBTpa”? “What will you be up to tomorrow?
— 91 6yAay umTaTb KHUIY, MIUcaTb JOKIAL. .. “I'll be reading a book, working on a paper...”
— Y70 Thl cAenaewb 3aBTPA? “What will you get done tomorrow?”

— S npounTalro KHUry, Hanuwy 0oknag... “I'll get a book read, get a paper written...”



