Conversation Russian through Propaganda, Book 1
Day 18

aspectual pairs and aspectual “red flags”

1. Daily activities, again

Review the list of typical everyday activities we used yesterday, and use them in the following dialogues.

npenatb A/l / caenatb A/l nomallHee 3agaHve do homework pucoBatb OBA / HapucoBaTtb OBA kapTuHy draw a picture
yntatb A/l / npountath AV KHUMY / CTaTEIO read book / article  rotoBuTb /I / nPUroToBUTb 11 VOKIH cook dinner
cmoTpeTb E / nocmoTpeTb E cepuan watch TV series TaHueBatb OBA / notaHueBaTtb OBA dance / d. a bit
cnywatb A/l / nocnywatb Al My3biky listen to music oTabixath A/l / oTaoXHYTb HYe relax

nucatb A / HanucaTb A foknag, write a paper pewatb A/l / pewmTsb /1 3apayy solve a problem
3a6biBaTb A/l / 3a6bITb 30HT forget an umbrella  pacckasbiBaTb A/l / pacckasatb AS aHekaoT  tell a joke

All of today’s dialogues involve repetition or duration — so you’ll use only imperfective verbs (unless you go off script!).

2. Do you always do your homework?

Use these simple adverbs of time to ask and answer the questions. Keep the answers very simple — say what you know how to say!

Bcerpga always nHorpa sometimes HUKorpa He never
yacTto often penko rarely (don’t forget the Hel)

— Tbl Bcerpa genaelilb gomallHee 3agaHme? “Do you always do your homework?”

— HerT, 9 HMKorga He genato gomallHee 3agaHve! “No, | don’t never* do my homework!”

* This is our first example of double negation, which, while frowned upon in formal English, is a regular feature of Russian grammar.

3. How often do you dance?
To form expressions of frequency, use the number of times (a “time” is a “pa3”) followed by B + the accusative.

(oavH) pa3 once

OeHb day
ABa, Tpu, YeTblpe pasa twice, three times, four times B per Hepaesno week
naTb pa3 five times mecsiL, month
AecsTb pa3 ten times cemMecTp semester
CTO pas a hundred times ron year

Or, follow the adjective kaxgbii with a unit of time. These temporal KaxabIi expressions are always in the “accusative of time.”

KaXabl AeHb  every day KaXxgoe yTpo every morning KaXkabivi mecqay, every month
KaXablii Be4ep every evening Ka)kaylo Hepent  every week KaXxabiv rog every year

— Kak yacTo Tbl TaHLyellb? “How often do you dance?”

— MaTb pa3 B Hepgeno. 04TV KaXKablin Be4vep. “Five times per week. Almost every evening.”

4. How long did you work? How long will you work?

To form expressions of duration, simply put the time unit into the accusative. Note that only feminine forms are actually affected by this!

[onro for a long time MWHYTY for a minute (oouH) yac for 1 hour

HeaoJro not for long AEHb for a day OBa 4yaca for 2 hours
Hepento for a week Tpu yaca for 3 hours
MecsL, for a month yeTblpe 4yaca for 4 hours
rog, for a year NATb YacoB for 5 hours

uenbin + time period, in the acc. all, entire — e.g. uenbIn OeHb (@ whole day), uenyto Hepento (all week), etc.

— Kak ponro Tbl pabotan(a) B4epa? “How often do you dance?”

— 4 paboTtan(a) Tpu 4aca. “Five times per week. Almost every evening.”

— A Kak pgonro Tbl 6yaellb paboTarb CerogHa? “And how long will you work today?”

— Llenbin Be4ep, HaBepHO. “All evening, probably.”



