Conversation Russian through Propaganda, Book 1

Day 20 subordinate clauses

1. Question words

We've already seen most of the major question words. Ask some simple questions whose answers we can give! Make up your own too.

yTo? what? roe”? where? noyemy”? why? KOTOpbIN, -as, -oe? which?
KTO? who? (nom.) korga? when? Kakom, -as, -oe”? what kind of?
Koro? whom? (acc./gen.) Kak? how? yen, ybs, Ybe? whose?

Pay attention to which words specifically answer the question (all are in bold). For example, adverbs can answer a Kak? question.

— Y710 5707 / Y10 ThI KYNIUN(Q)7? “What's that?” / “What did you buy?”
— OT10 HoBag [ pybawka |. / 4 kynun(a) [ HoByto pyoaLuky |. “It's a new shirt.” / “| bought a new shirt.”
— KT0 3107 Kak ero / e€ 30ByT? “Who's that? What'’s his / her name?”
— 010 [HUK / AHHa |. “That’s [ Nick / Anna ].”

— Koro Tbl 30ech 3Haellb? “Whom do you know here?”

— 4 3Hato [ Huka / AHRy |. “I know [ Nick / Anna ].”

— Kak xopoLlo Tbl FOBOPULLIb MO-PYCCKNA? “How well do you speak Russian?”

— CB06OAHO / XOpOoLWO / HE 04YEHb XOPOLUO / MNOXO. “Fluently / well / not very well / badly.”
— lMouemy Thl N3yyaelllb PYCCKNIN A3bIK? “Why are you studying Russian?”

— MoTomy 4TOo 4 NOMIO [ PYCCKYO nTepaTtypy |. “Because | love [ Russian literature ].”
— Kakom y Tebd [ ptoksak |? “What kind of backpack do you have?”

— [ Prok3ak | y MeHg cTapbin 11 rpga3HbIn, HO ellé xopowwun.  “My backpack’s old and dirty, but still good.”

— Yba 3710 [ pyyKa ]? “Whose [ pen | is that?”

— 3710 mog [ pydka ]. / 370 [ pyyka | moero gpyra. “It's my [pen]. / It's my friend’s [ pen ].”

2. Using indirect questions during interrogations

Try repeating some of the questions above as indirect questions. Notice how nothing changes about the que§t/on itself — we just need to
set it off with a comma. You're being stonewalled — can you force your partner to crack (packanbiBatbcsi A/l / packonorbcs O")?

— $1 xouy 3HaTb, [ Ybs 3TO py4Ka ]. “l want to know whose pen that is.”

— 1 He 3Halo, [ Ybd 3TO pyyKa . ‘I don’t know whose pen that it.”

— §1 3Hato, 4TO Thbl 3Haellb! Thbl MPOCTO HE XOYeLLb ckadaTb! “I know that you know. You just don’t want to telll”
— [Ha, s 3Hato, HO 5 He ckaxky! A HMKoraa He PackosKOCh! “Yes, | know, but | won't telll I'll never crack!”

3. What, the dog ate your homework?

Let’s imagine a fantasy world in which you didn’t do your homework last night. Why didn’t you? Some possible excuses are suggested.

— [No4yemy Tbl He caenan(a) gomMallHee 3agaHne? “Why didn’t you do your homework?”
— [lMoToMmy 4TO Yy MeHg He Bblf1o [ cnosapd |. “Because | didn’t have a [ dictionary ].”
— [NoToOMy YTO Y MeHg He BbI/I0 BPEMEHW. “Because | didn’t have time.”

— [MNoTomy 4TO 9 TaHUEeBan(a). “Because | was dancing.”

— [NoTomMy 4TO 9 He xoTen(a) / He mor(na). “Because | didn’t want to / wasn’t able to.”



