Conversation Russian through Propaganda, Book 1

Day 21 the dative case and indirect objects

1. Secret Santa (TanHbin Jen Mopo3)

Instead of having a yard sale, you’re going to give your old crap away to people you know. Who gets what? Take turns with a partner
pickiing an item you’re going to give (direct object, accusative!) and tell who you’re giving it to (indirect object, dative!).

cTapasi pyyka an old pen cocepn / cocepka neighbor, roommate
6e3006pa3Hbii KOBEP a hideous rug Apyr / nogpyra friend
rpsi3Hasi pyb6aiika a dirty shirt 6eaHbIN npodeccop poor (male) professor
ManeHbKUi TeneBu3op a small television 6enHas npoceccop* poor (female) professor
OrPOMHBbI/ HOYTOYK a gigantic laptop He3Hakowm(e)y / He3HakomKa a stranger
HEeUHTepecHasa KHura an uninteresting book Thbl you

* Note this (unexpected?) combination. We’ll discuss it in depth later.
— Komy Tbl nogapvilib CTapyro py4vky? “To whom will you ‘gift’ the old pen?”
— Crapy1o pyuKky 4 nogapo apyry / nogpyre.” “PIl ‘gift” the old pen to my friend.”

* Note how the “new information” (the actual answer to the question) is saved for the end. This is always the “most interesting” part of the sentence!

Can you try examples using classmates’ names in the dative? Remember our rules for declining (or not declining!) foreign names.

2. How are you feeling? Come on, you can tell me!

Tell each other how you’re feeling. Don't lie like an American... be honest, and tell why (try to think of a reason you know the Russian forl).

MHE XopoLuo | feel good MHE FrpyCTHO I’'m sad MHe nerko It’'s easy for me
MHE NNoXo | feel bad MHE 60JIbHO | feel pain MHE TPYAHO It’s hard for me
MHE MHTePEeCHO I’m interested MHE CTbIAHO I’'m ashamed MHE CKY4YHO I’'m bored

MHE Becesno I'm happy MHE HENIOBKO | feel awkward MHE XONOAHO I’'m cold

MHE HeBeceno I’m unhappy MHE CTpaLIHO I’'m afraid

— Kak Tbl cebg 4yBCTBYELLb CEroaHA"? “How do you ‘feel yourself’ today?”

— MHe cTbigHO. “I’'m ashamed.”

— [Noyemy? Tbl Xe 3HaelLLb, Tbl MOXXELLb MHE FOBOPUTL BCE. “Why? You know you can tell me everything.”

— [NoToMy 4TO 9 [ HE CMOTPEN(a) BUAEONEKUMIO ]. “Because | didn’t watch the video lesson.”

Try it in the past tense... and note how these are subjectless constructions!

— Kak Tbl cebg 4yBCTBOBas(a) BY4epa? “How did you ‘feel yourself’ yesterday?”

— MHe 6bU10 CTbIAHO... “l was ashamed...”

3. Questions with modal adverbs

These expressions are extremely common! Just remember: they are subjectless, and require the dative. Respond to these prompts:

— YT0 TEbe eLlé Hapo caenatb cerogHa? “What do you till have to get done today?”
— Y710 Te6e Hapo KynuTb? “What do you need to buy?”

— Tebe TPYAHO roBOPUTL MO-PYCCKN? “Is it hard for you to speak Russian?”

— Te6e uHTepecHo cMoTpeTb HOTy6? “Is it interesting for you to watch YouTube?”
— Tebe neHb paboTatb cerogHa? “Are you too lazy to work today?”

— Y710 Henb3ga OenaThb Ha YPoKe? “What'’s not allowed to do in class?”



