Conversation Russian through Propaganda, Book 1

Day 3 more on pronunciation

1. Getting acquainted

Get acquainted with your classmates. In this context, informal speech is appropriate. Feel free to ask how the person is doing, too.

Tol: — [TpueeT! “Hil”
— [NpuBeT! “Hil”
— MeHg 30ByT . Kak 1ebg soByT? “Me they call . How you they call?”
— MeHg 30ByT . “Me they call
— QuyeHb NPUATHO NO3HAKOMUTBCS. “Very pleasant to get acquainted.”
— MHe To)e Q4eHb NPUATHO. “For me also very pleasant.”
— Hy, MHe nopa vaTtu. [Nokal “Well, for me (it’s) time to go. Bye!”
— [okal “Byel”

2. Russian “e”

Believe it or not, this is one of the hardest Russian letters for students to master, because of interference from English. Remember: 1) like all
Russian vowels, it is never silent, and always constitutes a syllable; 2) think of it as “yeh” (that is, it begins with the sound of n — and
contrast it with the (much less common) basic vowel 3. Also, don’t confuse 3 with the Russian version of 2" — 3.

Never neglect to pronounce Russian e at the ends of words
Mope sea pycckoe Russian (n.) xopouee good (n.) 3aHgTMe assignment

When it comes first in a word, begin with the sound of i (again, think — "yeh, yeh, yeh!”)
epa food epy I'm riding epeLb you're riding enb fir tree

Now practice @ — remembering that Russian e can itself sound like 3 after y, and in borrowings (mostly French and English).
3K3aMeH exam kade café NHTEpHeT Internet nonoteHue towel

Finally, remember that Russian € involves an entirely different vowel sound — this is soft Russian o!
éx hedgehog eweé still KOBEp carpet énka “little fir tree!”

3. Saying “l have...” and combining nouns and adjectives

First, practice all three forms of this chapter’s adjectives. Be sure to “stick the landing” when pronouncing those endings!

HOBbIN HoBas HOBOE new n1oxomn nnoxasi nnoxoe bad
cTapbiin cTapas cTapoe old XOopoLwnn Xopoluas Xopoluee good
YUCTbINA ymucras yucroe clean 60nbLuOK 6onblas 6onblioe big
rpPA3HbIN rpgasHas rpgasHoe dirty ManeHbKUA MaJieHbKasa MaJsieHbKoe small
Aoporon poporas [oporoe expensive Ba)XHbIN Ba)kHasi Ba)kKHoe important
[AewWwéBbii pewéBas pewéBoe cheap NoGUMbIV no6umasn no6yumoe favorite
TPYAHbIN TpyAHas TpyAHoe difficult Y>KaCHbIN y>XacHas y>XacHoe horrible
NErkum nérkas nérkoe easy, light pyccKuii pycckas pycckoe Russian

Now use the “pointing word” aTo to point out items in the room, combining them with an adjective. Watch gender!

— Y710 97107 OKHO window KHura book KapaHpauw pencil
. yuye6Huk textbook namna lamp py4ka pen
— OTO rpg3HbIN PHOK3ak. prok3ak backpack cTyn chair TenedoH telephone



