Conversation

Russian through Propaganda, Book 1

Day 9

1. Favorites

possessive pronouns

Ask one or several classsmates about their favorites, using this dialogue as a model. Note that when we’re talking about the names of
things (movies, books, restaurants, etc.) we use the verb form Ha3biBaetcs (“(it) is called”). We'll learn more about this down the road.

— Kakon y Tebga nobumbii unnism / cepran?
— Mow ntobumbin prnsm / cepran —
— A Kak OH Ha3bIBAETCH MO-aHIM/IUNCKIN?

— [lo-aHrNUNCKA OH Ha3bIBAETCA

— A no4yemy OH TBOW NOOUMBII?

— [1OTOMY YTO OH... CMELUHOW N NHTEPECHbIN.

2. How well do you remember your classmates?

“What'’s your favorite movie / TV series?”
“My favorite movie / series is

“And how is it called in-the-English-way?”
“In-the-English-way it’s called

“And why (is) it your favorite?”
“Because it (is) funny and interesting.”

Now try asking about other students in the third person. Do you remember their names and their favorites? Pay attention to how these
third-person forms (ero, eé — ux) can be both accusative pronouns (him, her, them) and possessives (his, hers, theirs). As we’ve glimpsed,
Russian verbs mark gender in the past tense, so to say "l forgot” you’ll need to choose between 3abbun and 3abbina.

By the way, it's quite rude to point at people in Russia, but for this exercise we’ll pretend it's perfectly acceptable.

— Kak ero / e€ 30ByT?
— Ero/ eé sosyt ./ 51 3abpln / 3abpinal
— Kak HasblBaeTcd ero / eé nodumMbii PUabmM?

— OH Ha3bIBaeTCH ./ 91 3a6pin / 3abpinal

3. Marxism for Dummies

“How him / her they call?”
“Him / her they call ./ | forgot!”
“How is called his / her favorite film?”

“It’s called ./ | forgot!”

Toapuwum! (Comrades!) Act out the following dialogue (let’s call it... AnanekTuyeckuii matepuanusm), picking a new item
of property each time. The dialogue is between kommyHucT HomMep oauH (Communist No. 1) and kKoMMyHUCT HOMep ABa
(Communist No. 2). After a pernicious but thankfully brief flirtation with bourgeois notions of private property, you will come to
the dialectically unavoidable conclusion that each item is to be owned communally (that is, it is to be communal, shared —
ob6wwmn). Substitute other nouns if you like!

Just insert your chosen noun in the blanks, and change the highlighted forms to match that noun’s gender.

KoMmyHucT Ne 1:
KoMmyHUcT Ne 2:

KomMmyHUucT Ne 1:

KoMmyHUcT Ne 2:
KoMmyHucT Ne 1:
KommyHucT Ne 2:
KoMmyHucT Ne 1:
KommyHucT Ne 2:
KoMmyHmcT Ne 1:
KommyHucT Ne 2:

BwmecTe (together):

Yen / yba / Yb€ 3TO ?

310  Mow / Mmog / Mog

HeT, aTo He TBOW / TBOY / TBOE

OH/oHa/oHO MOW / MOoga / MO8.
TBon / 1BOA / TBOE?! Hetrl OH/o0OHA/OHO MOW/ MO4/ MOE
Mow / mog / mogl!

JlagHo, ToBapwLL, 3TO Hall / Halla / Halle

[a, ToBapu, 310 NpaBga. OH/oHa/OHO  Hall / Halla / Halle

TouHo (exactly)! 910 He ero

370 He e

3OTO He ux

OTO Haw / Hawla / Halwe obuwin / oblias / obliee

Choose a possession:
KBapTupa (apartment)
TyaneT (bathroom)
KyxHa (kitchen)
BaHHa (bathtub)
py6aLuka (shirt)
MeTpo (subway)
camoneér (airplane)
TaHK (tank)

KOopoBa (Cow)
KapToLlKa (potatoes)

KHura (book)



